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Scenarios of «kHodeida liberation»

The government forces are preparing to liberate the city and the port of Hodeida from the Houthis militants and the
pro-Saleh forces. This will bring about a strategic shift on the ongoing war that started in September Y +) ¢ when the
Houhis invaded the capital Sanaa.

This planned military operation [in Hodeida] is an extension of the «Golden Spear» military campaign, aimed at
liberating the western coast of Yemen from the Houthis and Saleh forces. The action is intended to cut off major
revenues for the Houthis that they generate for their internal war from the customs fees on goods at the port of
Hodeida. It will also enhance at curbing smuggling of Iranian-made arms to the Houthis and securing the world
maritime route in the Strait of Bab ElImandab against missile and suicide attacks on commercial vessels and military
ships that sail through the Red Sea.

This paper anticipates that liberation of the port of Hodeida will maximize chances of peace in Yemen, in line with
the three references: the UNSC Resolution No. YY) 1, the GCC initiative, and outcomes of the National Dialogue
Conference [NDC].

The paper says that the military action is more viable now as the Houthis and Saleh forces are weaker after their
military and financial resources have been greatly exhausted during the past period, compared to more powerful and
organized government forces.

It highlighted four possible scenarios: the first is an amphibious assault; the land assault is to be launched from
Medi, northern Hodeida and Mocha, southern Hodeida and the sea attack is to be done by taking control of islands
before moving towards the port; however this will take longer time. The second scenario combines dropping forces
on the coast of Hodeida from the air and the sea with participation from Arab forces after cleansing maritime mines
dropped in waters of the Red Sea by the Houthis. This scenario will be also associated with land movement, but it
will be impeded by lengthy distance. The third scenario is to increase the exhaustion intensity of the Houthis and
their partners in Sanaa and Saada, followed by amphibious battle to liberate Hodeida. This will consume longer time
because of difficult terrain in Sanaa and Saada. The fourth is a mix of the previous scenarios that includes liberation of
islands after withdrawing mines from the sea and naval operations against sites of the rebels in the coast and the port
amidst pressure from the northern and western fronts, more exhaust in Sanaa and Sarada, and dropping joint Arab
forces from the air and the sea in line with the securing waters of the Red Sea agreement.

The paper presents a set of recommendations to the government of Yemen and the Arab Coalition. The key
recommendations are to consider humanitarian dimensions and to task security maintenance in the city and districts
of Hodeida, after liberation to military and security units and not to the popular militias.

It urged the international community to stand with the government to restore its control on sea ports and secure the
international maritime routes by ending militias> control on the port of Hodeida and doing more effort for mobilizing
humanitarian aids using other ports under the government control.

It called on the Houthis and Saleh to reduce the human loss of the war by implementing the UNSC Resolution

No. YY1 and by first releasing political detainees, handing over cities and military camps under their control to

the legitimate government and the Arab coalition and allow the influx of humanitarian aids to Yemenis with no
impediments.

o To read the full text of the study, visit the website of Abaad Studies Center or subscribe

to the Abaad channel on the telegram: @abaadstudies
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